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July 9, 2002

Mr. Joseph T. Wallace

Chief, State Tribal and Local Programs
National Park Service

Heritage Preservation Series

1849 C Street NW

mail code NC330

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Wallace:

The American Jewish Legacy, founded in 1994 by Rabbi Yaakov Horowitz, is
an organization devoted to preserving, documenting, and making available to the
public the historical record of the traditional Jewish community in the United States.
Whereas a variety of historical societies {e.g., the American Jewish Historical Society}
and academic publications {e.g., American Jewish Archives} have contributed
significantly to recording the political, social, and economic history of the American
Jewish community, none has focused primarily on the religious history of that
community. Occasional studies on Jewish religious figures and movements have
tended to focus on the Reform and Conservative movements within Judaism, with
littte coverage of the traditional Jewish communities. Traditional Jewish communities
existed in the Colonies, even before the establishment of the United States. From the
latter half of the nineteenth century on, traditional Jewish communities flourished
throughout the United States. The American Jewish Legacy records, stores, and
makes available to the public the historical record of these communities.

lts many projects include:

1. A registry of all traditional Jewish institutions in each State of the United States.
The registry lists ali traditional synagogues, Jewish schoois, ritualariums (mikvahs),
orphanages, hospitals, old-age homes, cemeteries, kosher shops and hotels.
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